
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 12 April 2018] 

 p2037a-2037a 
Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

METHAMPHETAMINE 
240. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Premier: 
Mr Speaker, I was enthralled. I do apologise. 
The SPEAKER: I am enthralled, too, member for Churchlands. But next time if you are that slow, you will not 
get called. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Thank you. I appreciate it. 
I refer to the Premier’s “WA Labor, Methamphetamine Action Plan, Supporting Communities and Families”, 
which he campaigned on during the 2017 state election, and to page 2 of the plan, on which he said — 

This is the most comprehensive plan to tackle methamphetamine use ever released in WA. 
What exactly is going on with the plan, given that the National Wastewater Drug Monitoring Program report, 
which was released last week, highlights that WA’s average use of methamphetamine has been increasing steadily 
since the election? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
It is a fact that the use of methamphetamine has been a serious issue across Western Australia for a long time. 
Members might recall that about three or four years ago, The West Australian newspaper brought it to the public’s 
attention with the headline, as I recall, “Meth City”, which I thought was very confronting but it did identify the 
issue that confronted Western Australia in both the city and the country. The last government put in place 
wastewater monitoring and that drew to our attention the large amount of methamphetamine, larger that we even 
thought, being used across Western Australia. As I understand it, South Australia also has a very significant 
problem. It is a difficult problem to turn around overnight because people are addicted to methamphetamine. As 
we know, dealing with addiction is a difficult thing to do. When we came to office, we started implementing 
various things that we committed to prior to the state election. I will run members through some of them. They 
will take some time to work. First of all, we put in place the meth border force, which comprises 120 police officers 
who are dedicated to the intervention and interdiction of methamphetamine when it comes into Western Australia. 
We announced in the state budget two new rehabilitation centres, from memory; one in the south west and one in 
Perth. I think we are also taking some action in that regard in the Kimberley. Recently, the Minister for Corrective 
Services and I announced a drug rehabilitation prison as a separate component of Casuarina Prison for men, and 
we are converting Wandoo prison into a methamphetamine rehabilitation prison for women. That is four or five 
separate things that we have put in place, as well as life sentences for meth traffickers. That is six things that we 
have put in place since we have been in office. Anyone who is sensible and reasonable understands that we cannot 
change years of neglect overnight, particularly when we are dealing with addiction—when people have addictions. 
As members know, turning that around will take some time, but Western Australians can be assured that they have 
a government that is doing real things to deal with the issue. 
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